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for instance, than that which surrounds the Bible Society, and 
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Our Purpose in the Future. 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instru.nentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit but 
on the press. 

3. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universalinits operation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
noalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for thesamereason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit tc the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are expecting to institute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press, so soon as Providence opens the way, 
and the means are placed in their possession. 


Che Oneida Community, 


Ss. New house’s 


SUPERIORSTEEL TRAPS, 


Enameled Traveling-Bags, Palm-Leaf 
Hats, Caps, Satin Cravats, &c. 
DEALERS IN 
FRUIT & ORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE VINES, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, &c., 
Groon & Preservea 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES; 
ALSO IN 
SEWING, SADDLERS’, EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SILKS, 
Orders for any of the above articles directed to 
THE OVEIO2 COMMUNITY, Oneida, N. ¥. 
willreceive prompt attention. 
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Publications. 

THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 
who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
ostavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth. The Second Coming. Resurrection, Origin of Evil.Our 
Relationsto the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death.Con- 
densation of Life, &c., &c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible «vidences. but developing many new and interesting 
tonelusions.differing widely from those of the old Theology, 
Allwho wish to understand Bite Commenisu—its constitu- 
tional basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint them- 
selves with the contents of this book. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Community andits branches; presenting, 
in connection with their History, asummary view 
of sheir Religiousand Social Theories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price, 50 cts. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de- 
fended by J. H. Noyes. Pamphlet, 64 cts. 


£-ag@"Past Volumes of the Circular can be fur- 
nished to order; and any of the sbove Publications 
may be sent by mail to all parts of the country. 
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ONEIDA, FEBRUARY 27, 1862. 


“nn PLLLLALPALIOL APIA LILI 


Dedication of the New Com- 
munity Mansion. 


The interest of our customary celebration 
of the 20th this year was enhanced by the ded- 
ication of our new house. By vigorous effort 
on part of the corps of builders the wing was 
finished sufficiently for occupation last week. 
Before occupying it, however, we all desired to 
dedicate it, in an appropriate way, to the Lord 
and to the cause of Heavenly Communism.— 
Accordingly a commnittce of arrangements was 
appointed who reported the following pro- 
gramme : 

THE BIRTHDAY OF PERFECTIONISM. 
Twenty-Eighth Anniversary. 
February 20th, 1862. 


Parr I. 
Breakfast at 8 o'clock. 


Parr II. 
. Gathering in the Hall at 11 1-2 o’clock, A. M. 
. Anthem—* Arise O Lord, into thy rest,” &c. 
. Reading from the Psalms, by J. Burt. 
. Music by Orchestra. 
. Address by G. W. Noyes. 
. Overture by Orchestra. 
. Reading of John 17th, by Mr. Cragin. 
. Old Hundred,” by Orchestra and Congrega- 
tion. 


DNIDorm ooh 


Part III. 


. Dinner at 21-2 P.M. E. H. Hamirron and H. 
A. Noyes, presiding. Community Hymn, 
«Let us go, brothers, go.” Toasts and 
speeches, regular and volunteer. 

. Weighing, and measuring the hight of all 
the members. 


Parr IV. 

. Music in the Hall, at 6 P. M. 
es, &c. with promenading. 

. Dancing. 

. Collation in the Upper Sitting Room, at 7 1 
o'clock. 

. Meeting at 8. 

Anthem—*‘ Lord dismiss us,”’ &c. 


. L. Pitt, A. Barron and W. A. Hinds, Toast 
Masters. 


Marches, waltz- 
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storm ; within our hearts, it was a day of glad- 
ness and beautiful joy. The bending presence 
of the Primitive Church was manifest in the 
magnetism and thrill of the spiritual atmos- 
phere, and in the unity and qui:t love which 
all felt. Altogether it wasa day that we shall 
long remember. As our readers will probably 
be interested to know what was said and what 
was done, we shall be pardoned for oceupyi: g 
a large space of this number of the Circular 
with a report. 

According to programme the family all gath- 
ered in the large Hall of the new building at 
113 A.M. 
Hall to themselves as aroom some 70 feet 
long by 42 wide, and about 23 feet high.— 
The brick walls are as yet unplastered, neither 
stage nor galleries are built, though the frame- 
work of a part of the latter is put up. The 
floors, above and below, are laid. It is lighted 
by windows ou three sides, and is warmed from 
the hot-air furnace below, through a register 


(Our readers must picture this 


and pipe about two feet in diameter. ) 

The order of exercises was opened by siug- 
ing the Anthem by Bradbury, *‘ Arise O Lord 
into thy rest.” Both the’ words and the mu- 
sie of this piece are very fine; we commend 
them to our musical friends. 

Reading from the Psalms followed. The se- 
lections were some of the most heart-touching 
of David’s words. And we newly realized as 
we listened to them, the grandeur of the Psalm- 
ist’s character, his devotion to God, his ear 
Beautiful and 
true representative of the Hebrew race and cen- 
tral life, how he appeals to all that is noble 


nestness, faith, his large heart. 


and true in us, how he wins the heart that 1s 





earnestly and honestly sceking for God! The 


The day without was wintery and full of 





passages read were the following: Ps. 95: 1—7; 
100; 121: 4—8; 123; 84: 1,2,4, 5, 10,11, 
12; 67; 19: 7—10; 24: 3—10. 

Next wasa musical selection by the orchestra, 
following which G. W. Noyes delivered a dedi- 
catory address, which we here give in full : 


Brotuers anp Sisters: There is an obvious 
human interest attached to the building of a 
house. As an intended habitation of our kind—- 
as the dwelling-place of men, women and children, 
it claims respect. ‘‘ Foxes,” as says theScri pture, 
‘have holes, and the birds of the air have nests ;” 
but human beings, who stand above creation and 
are linked to the angels, make houses. And the 
house is a symbol of home, as home implies the 
presence of those kind affections and offices which 
belong to us as social beings, and which knit us 
together mentally and spiritually, as well as in 
outward interest. In every house throughout the 
world, you see the embodiment, more or less per- 
fect, of a family, about whose hearth clusters, or 
should cluster, father, mother, children, brothers 
and sisters. There at that center is the begin- 
ning, however crude, of a love-orgamization, a 
germ or suggestion of social unity. 

The house, as comprising these ideas, appeals 
as I have said, to our human interest; and all the 
more when we let imagination conjure up the in- 
cidents and events, of which in the history of its 
occupants each house may be the theater. Who 
has ever passed a decayed and deserted tenement, 
or stood by a fireless hearth, without a shade of 
pathetic feeling as the mind reverted to the pos- 
sibilities with which it may have been associated 


| in the past? Who have once lived here? What 


was the tale of their loves, their joys, their sor- 
rows, and perhaps their crimes? Every brick in 
the blackened fireplace, and every tattered rem- 
nant of paper hanging from the mouldy wall, are 
eloquent in their dumb way, of something in the 
past—of scenes which they have witnessed, and 
to which our fancy is ever ready to lend the ele- 
ments of mystery and romance. For our nature 
tells us, without the need of other information, 
that wherever passion works, there is the materi- 
al for romance ; and we conelude that many an 
unsuspected roof in our quiet country places, cov- 
ers asiory of human life, whose web of inci- 
dents, if open to inspection, would be stranger than 
any fiction No matter how rude the structure, 
whether it be a loz-cabin in a deserted clearing, 
or the abandoned igloe of the arctic seal-hunter ; 
when we know that it has sheltered a family, and 
been the home of children, it is no more an object 
of disdain; we turn from it with a degree of res 
pect, while its very hun.ility pleads within us the 
universal feeling that ‘‘there’s no place like 
home”’ And if we were able to visit the ruins 
of palaces five thousand years old, the sentiment 
of association, though stronger, would still be the 
same; we should revert to their former occupants, 
and inquire as to their character, histury and des- 
tiny, and these in turn would reflect interest upon 
the shattered and shapeless piles of brick and 
mortar before us. 

While the house is thus indissolubly associated 
with man, and represents his social nature, its 
form and type vary with the varying degrees of 
his civilization. ‘The lowest tribes of the colored 
races, the bushmen of Australia and the [lotten- 
tots, live in huts of bark, while the Esquimaux of 
the north build mound-lko structures of earth 
and stone, or even of snow, in which shey burrow 
ina semi subterranean manner. The primitive 
and pastoral Asiatics dwell iv tents which are ac- 
commordated to their fugitive and migratory hab- 
its. A village of the desert, which in the morn- 
ing is busy with its shepherd inhabitants, will be 
folded up and disappearing on camels’ backs,far on 
the distant horizon, at night. Our soldiers are in 
this stage of householding: their white-walled 
triangles,if placed in a Ime,would probably stretch 
in an unbroken street from the Potomac to the 
Mississippi. ‘The pivneer and the hunter, more 
stationary, but still isolated and self-dependent, 
frame with an axe their home in the woods. The 
log house is the signal of settlement. Afterward 
follow, incompany with the saw-mill, the carpen- 
ter’s square, boarded wat!s and glazed windows. 
And thence advancing to the higher civilization 
and comparative organization of older societies, 


we have the elegant combinations of wood, stone, 
bricks and iron, the imposing size, the symmetri- 
cal form, the accompaniments of color and orna- 
ment, which go to make up the first-class house. 
In the Cathedral, the Capitol, the University and 
the Crystal Palace, the art of architecture has 
probably reached hitherto its highest results. 
These great buildings representing interests com- 
mon to all, religion, government, learning and 
commercial unity, have appropriately eclipsed 
any mere private dwelling. 

As individuals seek to embody themcelves in a 
home, and as the condition of a people in point of 
civilization determines the character of their 
dwellings, so Communism in our society has 
made itselfa house, and the result here seen, must 
be in some degree an expression of its culture 
and design. Jt needs but a brief allusion to re- 
call the history of this building to your memory. 
The old mansion had served us {or thirteen years, 
or during the period of our first discipline as a 
Community, while the problems of self-support 
and self-conquest were being tried. There was 
our first schoo! in sincerity. Who can forget the 
keen criticisms, the self-examinations, the spirit- 
ual lavors, the earnest confessions of Christ with 
which the foundations of our socal life were laid, 
in the parlor of that old house? There have been 
our evening meetings for thirteen years. There 
our musical development has taken place, and 
there a considerable part of our industrial system 
‘has taken root and flourished. The old house, 
(I call it old, to distinguish it from the newer one 
which we are to-day to begin to occupy), while 
like a kind mother it has become intrenched in 
our affections by many pleasing reminiscences, 
recalls also the faithfulness of a mother who 
would make her children guod as well as happy. 
How many little trials have we there seen, in cun- 
nection with our sleeping rooms, dining-room, 
kitchen-room, ventilation, &c., troubles amusing 
as they appear in the past, but sufficient at the 
time to test our self-control. And to all our pet- 
ulant complaints the kind old mother has said, 
Be patient, my children ; forget not the good that 
you enjoy, in the seeming evil of a temporary in- 
convenience: be patient, and Providence will 
bring a change. Thus we have been daily in- 
structed for years by the narrowness of vur spaco 
to forbear each other, to deny ourselves, and wait 
in cheerful acquiescence until we could be pre- 
pared for greater good. Blessings on the old 
house for the very lessons which at times seemed 
the hardest ! 

It had been enlarged at various times, both in 
front and in rear, to meet the pressure of new 
wants of the family ; but the expansion of occu- 
pancy at every enlargement was so immediate 
that but little relief was obtained. For some 
years past, the coming necessity of a new struc- 
ture throughout, has been apparent. During the 
last two years the enterprise of meeting that ne- 
cessity has taken form, a plan has been proposed 
and adopted, the materials have been procured, 
and the building has been erected as it stands be- 
fore us to-day. 

Brothers, Sisters, Fathers, Mothers, Children! 

Receive your new Community Home! Your 
hearts respond in glowing gratitude for this beau- 
tiful gift, and your eyes witness to the fairthful- 
ness of that Providence that herein fulfills its 
promise, given to them who forsake all for Christ, 
of a hundred fold in this life. A hundred fold! 
Have you not more than received it in brothors 
and sisters, in love, in lands and home? And 
wherein you have proved that word sure in the 
past, is it not dvubly fulfilled in the happy cir- 
cumstances of our present assembling? You are 
gathered now, not as at the first, from the various 
ind wide-apart homes you once occupied, co found © 
in the midst of untried difficulties a new social 
state. You are mecting each other, not as stran- 
gers, with whom acquaintance must develop per- 
haps unknown causes of discord. You are invited 
from a home already made precious by mutual 
love and established union, into a new and better 
edifice, which the skill and labor of your mechan- 
ics have in great part prepared. And you reqmre 
not to be told the worth of that tie that has drawn 
us together as a united household under a com- 
mon roof. If there is a sacredness and warmth 
| about the isolated homes of civilization, whose 
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fires are in part lighted by selfish interest, what 
must be the charm of a habitation consecrated to 
Christian fellowship,and where the interests of fif- 
ty families are dissolved in one? If there is dig- 
nity in the aims of a single household, whose 
functions are zestricted mainly to narrow dormes- 
tic uses, what shal! be the worth of an institution 
which aims to combine in one the privileges of the 
Church, the Family, and the University ? If there 
is respect for a family system which allows itself 
to be torn apart and scattered in each successive 
generation by marriage, what shall be the endear- 
ment of a circle that remains cherished and unbro- 
ken, improving and being improved, and changing 
only by increase, or departure by death? Such 
in its results has Communism been to us. 

What then is the genius of Communism 7— 
What its effective principles, to which we shall 
dedicate our house? The answer of all will be, 
Religion and Love. May it bean abode for Christ 
and the Primitive Church—a true House of God, 
consecrated not by priestly attendance and Sun- 
day ceremonies, but by the incense of a good spir- 
it rising from grateful and obedient hearts ali the 
time, and in all the concerns of life. Let us deem 
ourselves, in humility, and by virtue of that at- 
traction that draws us out of selfishness into broth- 
erhood,a smal! branch of that great,heayenly Com- 
munity, of which Paul and Peter and John and 
Mary, the apostles and faith-heroes of all time, are 
now the glorious center. To them, as mediums 
of Christ, we owe all that we have and are; their 
hand is in the purpose that has planned the build- 
ing of this house, and in the success that has at- 
tended its accomplishment. Let it not be thought 
presumptuous if we now invite their presence to 
precede and accompany us in the occupation of 
our dwelling, or if we anticipate more intimate 
eommunion with them, and instruction from them 
in all good ways. Be present, O ye strong and 
purified ones! accept the offering which is in our 
heart to make ; and may the earth, which was once 
your place of martyrdom,receive you again as con- 
querors of its innermost homage and affection, 
and smile in the hght of a new reconciliation with 
heaven ! 

But not for these only do we hold this gift.~ 
To the meek and faithful among men, our 
home should also be offered, within practicable 
limits, as a resting place. Hospitality is one of 
the most precious attributes of Communism, and 
dear will be the privilege if we shall be able in 
this house from time to time to offer a cup of cold 
water to one of Christ’s little ones. To the mis- 
cellanevus visitors-that may be attracted by curi- 
osity or otherwise, the Hovouse will also give wel- 
come, aud our means for the reasonable entertain- 
ment of this class will be much improved by the 
new building. 

The present marks an era with us, of construc: 
tion, as it doesin the nation, of war. Our house 
has been building, at the same time that the 
death-zrapple of Slavery and Liberty has anrounced 
the coming of a new order of things anda new fu- 
ture to the pation. Both actions apparently reach 
their culmination together, Liberty rises trium- 
phant from the battle-grounds of Roanoke, and 
Henry, and Donelson, where the slave-power lies 
struck down, at the same time that we raise 
anew the banner of Communism from an ad- 
vanced point. The signal is favorable; the time 
is auspicious. Communism, forming the right 
wing of progress, Communism, the antiche- 
»is and antidote of slavery of all kinds, the syno- 
nym of self-government, of peace, order and im- 
provement, toust move on, and take possession of 
the space now being swept by the fires of war. 
From those ploughed and blackened fields, let us 
hope that the verdure of a new spring is about to 
rise, and that the toil and blood of those who have 
fought for liberty in this war, may prove the fer- 
tilizers ot a growth beyond their counting. What- 
ever may be in the tuture, whether our cause is 
to spring forward into the gize of the world, or 
there is yet to be a discipline of suffering to pre- 
pare men for the gifts in store for them, our 
watch word must still be improvement. The dawn 
for the world will come, if it is not already here; 
and when the darkness of prejudice, unbelief and 
selfishness shall break away, then the attain- 
ments we may have made in living a true life will 
stand forth at their real value, and be a help to 
the seekers of many lands. 

Luoking with an eye of speculation into the fu- 
tere of our Community home, as we may modest- 
ly be permitted to do, one n1y see many fair and 
genial visitants, such as heaven sends only to 
them whom it desires to iless. First, duve-eyed 


Charity, daughter of the skies! make here thy 
Here, too, busy-handed Industry shall 
Rosy Health, 


home. 
dwell and ply her cheerful toil. 





most coy and yet most sought, will peradventure 
love to stray among the fruits and flowers of our 
surrounding garders. Art shall decorate our 
halls. Painting, Sculpture and Design, if patient- 
ly waited for, will not passusby. Music already 
finds here a favored retreat. Books and Science 
shall.attract their eager friends. Invention has 
almost literally perched upon the different stories 
of our tower. Amusement, child-like and inno- 
cent, shall lead in a merry train the old and 
yourg. Mirth and Dance, and ever-fresh Romance 
shall not be wanting; while Religion, Labor, 
Love, and if need be, stern-voiced but friendly Chas- 
tening, shall surround and guide our steps. And 
if sometime called to another sphere—called from 
this earthly dwelling to that “ house of God not 
made with hands” which each believer has, “ eter- 
nal in the heavens,” where could the transfer be 
more acceptable than here, from the bosom of 
Community friendship on earth to the circle of 
loved ones in the unseen state. 

Such, friends, is the present, and as I read it, 
the future of the Community home which you now 
come to occupy. May God bless it ; may it be an 
ever green spot, where evil of any kind shall not 
abide, but where the circling years shall discover 
only progress in truth, purity, and happiness, until 
it shall stand as the Christian example of this 
epoch, in whose light the world shall be drawn to 
Christ as a social savior, and through whose daily 
life resurrection influence shal] come in upon man- 
kind. We do not ask or expect that our home 
shall be free from trials, or that we shall here be 
allowed to bask in inglorious felicity. We know 
that we are but children—that we have much to 
learn, and that for the sake of others as well as 
ourselves there are battles of faith to fight. Un- 
til the Jast enemy shall! be destroyed no Commu- 
nist will think of ease. But we invoke the prom- 
ise of faith, with full assurance thatin all trials 
there shall be victory; there shall be no losing 
battles. The Community will fight in the name of 
Christ, only to win. In this faith we will go forward; 
and while we accept our new House as a token of 
God’s kindness, and a grateful home for our _per- 
sons, our hearts will say, “Be thou our strong 
habitation, whereunto we may cuntinually resort: 
thou art our Rock and our Fortress.” 


Music and reading, according to the pro- 
gramme, followed; and the exercises closed by 
singing the two familiar stanzas : ‘* Be thou O 
God exalted high,” and “ Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow.” 


The dinner was a pleasant affair. Tables 
were setin the Hall, sufficient to scat the 
whole family. The bill of fare was, cold bis- 
cuit and butter, apple-sauce, raspberry tarts, 
cakes, nuts and raisins, wine, and cold water. 
After doing justice to the attractive things be- 
fore us, the President of the dinner announced 
that toasts and speeches, songs, &c., were in 
order, and ‘‘ the feast of reason and the flow of 
soul” began. The toast committee had pre- 
pared a few regular toasts, and invited individ- 
uals to respond to some of them. These came 
first in order, and were, except a few of a per- 
sonal character, as follows. It may be men- 
tioned that before reaching the end of the list, 
it was found necessary, in order to make room 
for the evening programme, to adjourn the sub- 
ject to the evening meeting, where it was con- 
tinued till half past-nine. 


The Heavenly Spirits above us :—To their in- 
spiration and blessing we are indebted, as a Com- 
munity and as individuals, for our spiritual, intel- 
lectual, social and material progress. May our 
communion with them increase more and more, un- 
til we become truly their representatives in this 
world. ‘‘ For we are not come unto the mount that 
might be touched. and that burned with fire, nor 
unto blackness and darkness and tempest, and the 
sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words: but 
we are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an 
innumerable company of angels, and to Jesus, the 
Mediator of the New Covenant.” 


The day we celebrate :—Memornble as the day 
on which twenty-eight years ago the doctrine of full 
salvation from sin was first proclaimed in these lat- 
ter days; mcre worthy to be enrolled in the calen- 
dar of remarkable days than most of those already 
observed, because it is portentous of greater good 
to mankind. 

Remarks by J. L. Skinner: 

In order that we may duly appreciate the truth 
of the sentiment just read, it may be well to refer 
briefly to some of the events which it is common for 
our countrymen to celebrate, and to compare the 
character of the events commemorated, and their 
bearing on the welfare of mankind, with the nature 
of the event which we commemorate to-day. 

We have, for example, the anniversary of the Land- 
ing of the Pilgrims on Plymouth Rock--the advent 


THE CIRCULAR.’ 











to the New England shore, of our Puritan forefath- 
ers, who had left their country and their kindred 
that they might establish in the New World a com- 
monwealth in which they should have freedom to 
worship God according to the dictates of their own 
conscience. 

Next we bave the Fourth of July, the great na- 
tional anniversary of these States--the day on which 
the American Colonies of Great Britain, in order 
that they might rid themselves of what they deemed 
the unjust and oppressive exactions of the Mother 
Country, assumed the name of Unrrep Srares, and 
declared themselves Free anv INDEPENDENT. 

Another day much observed by the friends of free- 
dom, is the anniversary of Emancipation in the 
British West Indies, by which act 800,000 slaves 
were declared free. And here, in passing, I may 
mention as an interesting chronological coincidence, 
that by the provisions of this act of emancipation, 
the entire extinction of slavery in the British West 
Indies was to take place on the Ist of August, 1834, 
—the same year with the birth of Perfectionism at 
New Haven. 

Let us now for a moment glance at the character 
of the event which we commemorate to-day, viz., the 
proclamation anew of the gospel of perfect holiness-- 
of full salvation from sin, through faith. I conceive of 
this event asthe reopening of communication between 
the Primitive Church and this world--by means of 
which the faith, the spirit, the victory over evil, and 
the social manners of that church, are to be extend- 
ed to believers on earth. 

We who have received this gospel of holiness, are 
well assured that it was received and taught in the 
Primitive Church—especially that it was taught by 
Pau] and John, near the close of the apostolic age, 
when, on the eve of the Second Coming, John could 
say ‘‘ The darkness is past, and the true light now 
shineth.” Yet, after the Second Coming had trans- 
pired, when the band of faithful believers who had 
expectantly waited and who were prepared for that 
event, had been changed and caught away; or, to 
use the illustration given in the parable, after the 
wise virgins, whose lamps were trimmed and burn- 
ing when the bridegroom came, had gone in to the 
marriage and the door was shut; then the foolish 
virgins, who had no oil in their lamps, and so being 
unprepared to meet the bridegroom, were not admit- 
ted to the marriage, would doubtless fain persuade 
the world that the bridegroom did not come as he 
had promised ; and being conscious that they were 
not saved themselves, they were ready to believe 
and teach that salvation was impossi le in this world. 
Then the doctrine of the 7th of Romans, as it has 
been interpreted by the sin-allowing churches, (i. e., 
‘* when I would do good, evil is present with me,”) 
came to be the popular doctrine. Hence it appears 
evident that the professed Christian church imme- 
diately succeeding that of the apostolic age, was 
composed of persons who are described in the para- 
ble as the “ foolish virgins,’ wh» were left standing 
without when the wise had gone in to the marriage ; 
and that the churches that have arisen since, who 
have taught that Christ did not come the second time 
according to his promise, and who have denied the 
doctrine of salvation from sin, are the foolish virgins’ 
successors. 

But now we thank God that, after ages of darkness, 
the true gospel of the Second Coming, of Salvation 
from Sin, and of Pentecostal Communism, has been 
again brought to light, and published to the world 
in these last days. We thank God that here has 
been planted at least the germ of a church that offers 
itself as a medium through which the spirit and life 
of the heavenly church may be revealed. 


Who can calculate the greatness of the results that 
shall follow from these beginnings? or how shall we 
compare with them the benefits arising from those 
events to which we have alluded, and which the 
world are wont to celebrate ? 

We justly and gratefully value the blessings that 
have come to us through the worthy deeds of the 
Pilgrim Fathers ; we are also grateful for the civil 
and religious freedom which it was the aim of the 
Revolutionary Fathers to establish, and whose me- 
morable Declaration of Independence is celebrated 
every Fourth of July. We are glad, too, to remem- 
ber the epochs in which liberty was proclaimed to 
those who were in bondage. But the gospel of Holi- 
ness, which brings us SALVATION FROM SIN, and in- 
troduces the spirit of Penrecostat unity, is a great- 
er and richer boon than any other of the blessings 
we have named. In fact we may say it includes 
them all, and gives to all of them their highest 
value. Let men be saved from sin, and let the sov- 
ereignty of Christ be everywhere acknowledged, and 
what would become of slavery, of religious persecu- 
tion, and all kinds of oppression ? 

From this view we see that the Gospel which we 
have received, and wherein we stand, in a word, Per- 
FECTIONISM, Whose birth-day we celebrate, is worthy 
to be called a “ glorious gospel.” And in its pro- 
gress and triumph we trust to see fulfilled the vision 
of John in the Apocalypse, wherein he ** saw un an- 
gel flying in the midst of heaven, having an Eever- 
LASTING GosrEL to preach to them that dwell on the 
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue and people.” 
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Bible Communism:--A new form of society, 
founded on Holiness to the Lord, love to man, free 
labor and mutual criticism ; first ushered into the 
world on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit 
displaced the fashions of this world, and inaugur- 
ated the era of true social life. May that same 
divine influence pervade all hearts, and enable us 
to recede from worldly habits and customs, and 
adopt in their place such habits and fashions as are 
the natural and legitimate outgrowth of Bible Com- 
munism. 

Remarks of A. W. Carr: 

I rise, brothers and sisters, to respond by a few 
remarks; not to make a speech. I cordially sym- 
pathize with the sentiments of the toust, and 
believe most fully that a new form of society was 
inaugurated on the day of Pentecost, such as we 
are now attempting to establish, but which could 
not then be carried out to its fullest extent con- 
sistently with God’s purpose concerning the world 
at that time. A new influence or spirit, however, 
was then introduced among men, which was as sure 
to revolutionize society, as that the sun shines, not 
only spiritually, but physically, intellectually and 
socially. Some of its most important eftects were 
then produced ; but not all. The great wall of self- 
ishness was broken down, at least so far as property 
was concerned, and their hearts were melted into 
one, so that no man said that aught of the things 
which he possessed was his own, but they had all 
things common. Herein was shown the legitimate 
operation of the Spirit of God in men’s hearts. Ite 
function was and is to make men new creatures; 
and it can no more have the place which it seeks in 
men’s hearts, and which God intended it should 
have, without changing their whole characters and 
making them new beings, than the earth can fail to 
turn in its daily orbit. 

In the latter part of the toast the wish is ex- 
pressed that this same divine influence may pervade 
all hearts, and enable us to recede--a good term— 
from all worldly habits and customs, and adopt in 
their place such habits and fashions as are the na- 
tural and legitimate outgrowth of Bible Commun- 
ism. I heartily join in this wish; and the habits 1 
would desire to see ail mankind recede from, are 
perhaps as well stated by Paul to the Galatians, as 
they could be. These habits are, ‘‘ adultery, for-. 


nication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, 
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath. 
strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, 


drunkenness, revelings, and such like, of which ] 
tell you before,” says he, ‘‘as I have told you in 
times past, that they which do such things shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God.” On the other hand, 
the habits I would have established in place of these 
habits of the flesh, are, ‘‘ love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meeknese, 
temperance ; against such there is no law.” 

In conclusion, I would offer as a sentiment, in 
honor of its work among us, and in the feeling of 
reverence, 

The Holy Spirit :--May it take complete and per- 
manent possession of us, body and soul, so that we 
shall dive and walk in it ; and may it take possession 
of this house, and make it indeed a temple of 
the Most High God, so that its very walls shall cry 
out against selfishness in any and every form. 

Our New House :--May the life that is mani- 
fested within its walls, ever be true and heavenly. 

Response by Witiiam A. Hinps. 

We all feel that in building this house we have 
had divine assistance. We are all prepared to- 
day, to raise an Eben-ezer, saying, “ Hitherto 
the Lord hath helped us.” But why hath he 
helped us in this enterprise? I desire for myself 
and for the Community that we may rise into 
full sympathy with the purpose of the Lord con- 
cerning us, and concerning this edifice. To as- 
certain this purpose, should be the desire and 
effort of all hearts. 

Probably with most of us, the first considera- 
tions which present themselves are somewhat 
superficial, and relate to the increased comforte 
of an outward kind which will necessarily result 
from our enlarged accommodations ; and this fact 
need not be found fault with. It is a matter of thank- 
fulness and congratulation to me, that many will 
have much better places than formerly for study, 
for reflection, fur musical practice, for retirement 
by day and sleep at night—better opportunities 
to govern the temperature of their rooms with- 
out interfering with the notions of others on the 
same subject; that soon this large hall will be 
finished, which will be much better adapted than 
our present assembly room, for meetings, for lee- 
tures, for exhibitions, musical concerts, etc. It 
is even not to be regretted that the external ap 
pearance of this building is such as to strike the 
spectator as better adapted to the needs of such a 
Community asours, than any building we have 
previously erected. 


But while all these considerations tend to fill 
our hearts with gratitude to the Giver, still we 
cannot suppose that they are the main considera- 
tions which have induced the Lord to bestow 
his special favor upon this enterprise. What then? 
Our past experience kas induced the belief 
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that it is the purpose of tho Lord to employ us as 
his instruments in establishing his kingdom in 
this world. We believe that we are destined to 
become as a Community, good representatives of 
his spirit, of his faith, of his wisdom, of his love, 
to the world; and secondly, to attract to our or- 
ganization the good and true everywhere. This 
thought, I think, should pervade our minds at all 
times, and modify all our reflections upon the 
new house. If we are given better places for re- 
tirement, it is that we may give more time to 
spiritual reflection and communion with God, 
thereby becoming better mediums of his spirit. 
If we have better opportunities for social fellow- 
ship, it is not that we may pursue pleasure- 
seeking, but that we may become siudents 
of the science of Christian love. If we 
have better opportunities for public exercises, it 
is that we may better utter the words of truth 
and edification, and better praise the Lord in the 
great congregation. I think every one should at 
once settle it in his heart that none of these pri- 
vileges are given us for our individual comfort in- 
dependent of each other; but are all intended as 
aids to the spirit of Communism. If any sur- 
round themselves in their private apartments with 
things tending to the cultivation of selfishness, 
most assuredly are they going against the Provi- 
dence of the Lord, and will find themselves out 
of the course of Communism, and therefore out of 
the current of happiness. We have been crowded 
heretefore by our limited accommodations, far 
too much so; and yet it isa thousand times 
better that we should continue to be thus crowded 
than that we should allow our increased ac- 
commodations to increase the power of selfish- 
ness over us. I pray that the contrary may be 
the result; that theremay be more regard for 
each other, greater effort to please and make one 
another happy, and to mutually bless one ano:her 
in the thousand ways open to us, 

Still further: It seems to me that we should 
hold even our present accommodations as liable 
to change; that we should consider ourselves 
ready to be crowded as uch as we ever have 
been, if necessary to the progress of truth and 
Communism in the world. We are not living 
for ourselves, but for God and his cause—the 
good of all believers. Let us adopt the princi- 
ple, ‘‘Do unto others as ye would that they 
should do unte you ;” and dea! with our outside 
friends as we would wish to be dealt by, were we 
in their circumstances. 

The Builders of the New House :—The Com- 
munity appreciates their earnest labors, and trusts 


that in the joys of future years within its precincts, 
they will find ample and enduring reward. 


Mr. Burt:—A noble-hearted Community man, 
edifying and blessing those around him, by his faith, 
charity and industry. 

Mr. Burt responded as follows: 

Brethren and Sisters: I thank you for the senti- 
ment. Not so much because of its personal allusion 
to myself, as from the fact that it exalts and honors 
graces, for which we all alike are indebted toa 
The good we possess belongs not to 
us as individuals, but is alike the property of us al! 
~-God’s gift to us, for which we owe him our mutual 
debt of gratitude. Ican say, as Mr. Kinsley just 
said, This is the happiest day of my life. Assem- 
bled as we are, for the purpose of dedicating this 
house--of consecrating it as an altar to God--I am 
happy not so much in the thought that it is to make 
usa pleasant home, as from the fact that in the 
building of it there has been a triumph of principle, 
God and the truth have triumphed over the opposi- 
tion with which we have been surrounded. 

I find my thoughts to-day, as they have been for 
several days past, instinctively turning back in re- 
view of the past fourteen years of our existence as 
a Community. It is now fourteen years since a 
small company of us were assembled in the small 
building, which has the past Summer been occupied 
as our paint-shop, for the purpose of taking into 
consideration our wants at that time, relative toa 
new house, IfI recollect rightly, it was about the 
first of March. There were eight of us I believe, 
comprising all the men then of our Community. Mr. 
Noyes and Mr. Cragin were ofthe number. The 
occasion and its attendant circumstances are en- 
graven upon my memory. Our wants were at the 
time freely talked over, and it was considered that 
in view of the scattered state of believers who had 
been driven from Putney, we needed a new. house. 
Our financial circumstances were as follows: Our 
little Community had assumed the responsibility of 
my personal debts, which were about $1,600: we 
had made the purchase of this home farm, upon 
which our buildings stand, and thereby incurred a 
debt of $1,400, over and above what was then due 
to the State--muaking inalla debt of three thou- 
sand dollars, We had no reliable income of money, 
Indeed we had nothing on which torely but our 
gaw-mill, and the logs from which to saw the lum- 
ber for our contemplated building. Enemies at the 





time were thick around us, predicting our speedy 
failure; many who had professed to be our friends, 
and had pledged to the extent of their ability to aid 
in the up-building of a Community in Central New. 
York, had not only forsaken us, but had turned 
with all their strength against us, seeking to hedge 
up our way. It was under these circumstances, 
that Mr. N. said, ‘* We need the house, and I feel 
that God calls us to go forward and build it. I feel 
just as sure of the money needed, as though I had a 
draft on John Jacob Astor for a million of dollars. 
I feel sure of it, as fast as we shall need it, and I 
will not ask God to shake his purse in my face be- 
forehand.” Mr. C., at the time, pledged himself to 
go among the believers and ascertain what could be 
done towards raising the money. Well, the result 
was that on the 25th of December following, we 
moved into our new house--our three thousand 
dollar debt was canceled—the house was paid 
for. Here, indeed, was a ‘triumph of God and the 
truth. Well, from that time to the present, our his- 
tory is filled up with incidents of God’s providential 
interference in our behalf, ay regards financial mat- 
ters. Itis easy for us to put our finger upon spots 
dotted along thick in our history, where, toall hu- 
man appearance, our way way was hedged up, and 
where God in his providence opened some unexpec- 
ted door of deliverance. 

It is now about one year since we entered into an 
engagement with ourselves, to build this house. It 
will be remembered by all, how doubting some of 
us were as to our ability to meet the expenses of the 
enterprise. Indeed with all of us, hope was faint as 
to being able to more than barely finish the walls, 
and get onthe roof. But the house has been brought 
to its present state, almost as by magic. Our means 
have been provided, so that up to its}present stage 
of finish, it is all paid for. In view of this train of 
facts, can we not most emphatically reiterate and 
apply the passage of scripture quoted by Mr. H. 
--here raise our Eben-ezer, and say, ‘* Hitherto 
the Lord hath helped us?” Here again there has 
been a glorious triumph of our principles; God 
has enabled us to prevail over all obstacles. 

But there is another train of events in our expe- 
rience, running parallel with and covering the same 
period of time. 

Our Community has been formed of persons from 
different parts of the country, educated under dif- 
ferent circumstances, having different habits and 
tastes, adapted to the common, isolated state of soci- 
ety. Well, in the process of being molded and 
fashioned into Community life, there has been from 
time to time a good deal of chafing and irritation 
amongst us. This perhaps has grown out of the 
very nature and vitalizing power of our principles. 
But what is to be particularly noticed here, is, that 
though the process has in many cases been long and 
severe, yet with us all, the grace God has given us, 
has been strong enough to prevail and triumph over 
all difficulties. So that to-day we can say, not from 
constraint, but from our inmost hearts, we are a 
band of brothers and sisters, whose hearts are ce- 
mented and vitalized into one family relation. 

There may, indeed, be still amongst us some re- 
maining trifles of variance, which are a bar to the 
most intimate fellowship, but they are only tempo- 
rary and do not affect the vital truth of our broth- 
erhood. 

In conclusion, I will offer as a sentiment: The 
day we celebrate. In addition to the dedication of 
this house, may it be memorable as the time when 
all causes of disfellowship shall be laid at each 
other’s feet—sacrificed upon the altar of perfect 
brotherhood and love. 

Free Lubor:--lt organizes no ‘** Rebellion” 
against the liberties and progress of mankind. Its 


function is to redeem and beautify the earth, and 
build Free Homes for Free Men. 


Mr. Woo.worrtu responded as follows: 

I think we do well toexalt Free Labor. For, 
though it is but a musiard-seed, comparatively, 
in the world, it has nevertheless achieved some 
splended successes, and proved itself to be a pow- 
er in the earth, which is destined to revolution- 
ize the labor system. 

Free Labor is the offspring of Communism, and 
has had to maintain its existence against many 
opposing forces. The principality of selfishness 
and the hireling system, have been arrayed against 
it, but it has steadily taken root, and strengthened 
itself and pushed forward its victory. 

We are here to day to celebrate a grand vic- 
iory of Free Labor—to dedicate this Community 
home, which we trust is to stand an enduring 
monument of its triumphs. 

We might point to other victories achieved over 
nature—in fact we are surrounded by them, 

Our domain—however far it may be from our 
ideal of beauty and fruitfulnes—speaks eloquently 
for Free Labor: the earth pays homage and tribute 
to it, and yields up its hidden treasures of beauty 
and fertility with a prodigality that puts to shame 
the tillage of the hireling system. One of the 
strong arguments which abolitionists present a- 
gainst Slavery, is the contrast between the North 
and the Svuth in respect to the productiveness of 





the soil, and they justly make out a very dispar- 


aging case for Slavery. 

Well, we shall in due time put the hireling 
system to the bar in the same way. I am satis- 
fivd that we shall show a wider contrast, more 
disparaging to the hireling system than the abo- 
litionists make against Slavery. The North is 
now pushing Slavery to the wall, and [ rejoice in 
it; but it must not be imagined that when Slavery 
is extinguished, there will be an end of revo- 
lution. The North may abolish Slavery at the 
South, and substitute the hireling system ; and so 
far, so good; but this will not be the end. After 
all that, the North and South wil! both need rev- 
olutionizing ; and there are signs that this revolu- 
tion is alveady at work here atthe North. What 
is the meaning of these strikes that occur from 
time to time among the poor hirelings, and of the 
abortive attempts at Association that we have 
seen in the last twenty years? They indicate 
plainly, I think, that the leaven of Free Labor has 
been put into the world, is at work, and will 
spread through the whole mass, and supplant the 
hireling system, whether North or Suuth. The 
hireling system is a more refined, and tolerable 
system than Slavery, and that is the most that 
can be said in favor of it. It is a system 
that a!lows the few to grow rich and fatten on 
the sweat and labor of the mass. ‘The North has 
its aristocracy of wealth and power as well as the 
South ; a power that grinds the face of the poor 
and subjects them to a galling servitude. 

Free Labor, is attractive |abor; it presupposes 
Association, and Association provides an essen- 
tial condition of attractive industry, namely ag- 
gregation. Aggregation is the secret of enthusi- 
asm, and all know that we can carry that ele- 
ment into work, when the sense of drudgery is 
taken away, and it becomes sport. Free labor is 
@ part of our educational system. We say a man 
shall not work hke a brute (une of our ten com- 
mandments), and we say he shall not work like 
a machine either. He shall not only carry en- 
thusiasm into his work, but he shall carry intel- 
ligence, and science into it, and make it a means 
of improvement and education. 

Free Labor, too, is a means of fellowship—it as- 
sociates not only man with his fellows, but the 
ideal of free, attractive labor associates the sexes 
as in the origina! Eden state before the curse of 
oppressive labor was imposed on man. 

Let us then raise the standard of Frec Labor, 
and pray for the time when this standard shall 
be planted on every hill and in every valley, not 
only of the United States, but of the wide world. 

Free Love:—A charter from Heaven grant- 
ing us liberty to use our social natures, not for 
mere pleasure, but for the greatest progress and 
improvement. 

Responded to by S. R. Leonarp, as follows: 

Although I feel a good deal of interost in the 
sentiment just offered, I desire to be excused for 
not enlarging upon it to-night. Nevertheless, as 
there are s0 many different views in circulation 
now-a-days as to what free love is, and as we 
have been maligned and persecuted a good deal 
for our free love sentiments, it may be proper 
enough on this occasion to offer a brief word or 
two, explanatory of a radical difference between 
free love as we accept of the term, and the numer- 
ous definitions of it that are afloat in the country. 
In the first place, there is the gross, licentious 
idea, which the grosser sort of peuple always 
connect with their conceptions of free love. This 
view is simply abhorrent and disgusting to all 
civilized human beings. ‘Then there is what may 
be called the reformatory definition uf free love ; 
and this will perhaps include all the definitions of 
the term outside of our own orgxwnization, that 
need to be noticed —from those which originated in 
the Modern-Times movement, to the thousand and 
one spiritualistic and transcendental vagaries that 
have sprung up from the Andrew Jackson Davis 
school. ‘The various definitions included under 
this head may doubtless be thought of as more re- 
fined conceptions of love thar the gross one first 
noticed. Yet the one idea that is common to all 
these classes of free-love reformers, and which we 
think is the bane of them all, is, that they are at 
liberty to assume the attitude of free lovers un 
their own “individual responsibility,’ without 
giving society any other guarantee of their good 
behavior than their own unreliable instincts.— 
This sort may be characterized as unbelieving 
free love; as, so far as I can learn, there is no ex- 
plicit recognition of God’s existence and author- 
ity, much less of his ownership of them, vn the 
part of its votaries. And I have yet to learn 
that it has resulted in any better fruits than dis- 


What, then, is che fundamental character of the 
free love that we believe in, which makes it so dis- 
tinct from these false kinds [ have noticed? I think 
the sentiment just offered, will help to define it. 
In this, free love is represented as a charter from 
heaven, &c.,—a statement which, though easily 
overlooked as of sinall account, still implies two 
things on our part which are very important to be 
noticed: Ist, a recognition of God’s government; 
and 2d, an acknowledgment of his ownership of 
us. And then it is a charter granting us liberty 
to use our socia! natures, not for the gratification 
of anarchic passion, but for the greatest pro- 
gress and improvement. And people may be 
sure that if heaven grants a charter for such pur- 
poses as these, the continuance of the charter will 
depend upon the fulfillment of its terms. Free 
love, then, in my mind, is a synonym for God's 
love, which is the only true and enduring love; 
and it is free love, because it is God’s gift to all 
who humbly seek it, and can pay the price of it: 
and also because its vrigin manifestly determines 
it to be a safe love, of which it may be said, the 
greater its circulation, the beter. The nature 
ane quality of God’s love is shown in Christ’s 
laying down his life for the church. It is a love 
that “seeks not its own,” that “works no ill to 
its neighbor,” and “does not behave itself un- 
seemly.” 

Now the question is, does our life as a Commn- 
nity show by its fruits that we possess a genuine 
constitutional charter for free love? Well, we 
have satisfied ourselves on this point. And it 
seems to me the world may satisfy itself if it 
chooses, that we have at least been not altogether 
barren of the traits of true love last alluded to. 
For onr history as a Community for the last four- 
teen years—a Community, too, that is based on 
the most thoroughly radical and revolutionary 
principles—shows that nota single neighbor in 
all this time has had any occasion tw say aught 
against us. My sentiment, then, is: Free love. 
the free circulation of truth amongst us, and 
Free Criticism. . 

Free Criticism:--A shining light and a dis- 
peller of illusions, the truth made practical, and the 
judgment brought into the affairs of mey. They te 


whom it is unpleasant, can escape it by outgrowing 
its necessity. 


The Young Men of the Community :--Our 
seed-wheat--our rough diamonds--our unfinished 
Corinthian columns: may they never forget that 
they are beckoned on by brigit angels to righteous- 
ness, to improvement, and to the great feast of 
hearts in Heaven. 


Responded to by T. R. Noyrs, who said: 

In the behalf of the young men, I thank the 
gentleman for so generous a sentiment: and 
would say, that seed-wheat which brings no har- 
vest, were better not to have been sown; dia- 
monds in the rough with no artist to develope 
their beauties, were better left in their native 
bed ; and unfinished Corinthian columna, with no 
ancient Greek to fashion their matchless propor- 
tions, were better never to have been begun. But 
may we not feel assured by the many tokens. of 
improvement around us, that in his own good 
time, aided by his bright angels, our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, the Master Architect, will come forth to 
reap a rich harvest from among our number, ga- 
thering many a diamond to adorn his throne; ana 
that when we have overcome ourselves, he will re- 
deem the glorious promises ‘of his Son: “ He that 
overcometh will | make a pillar in the temple of 
my God, and he shall go no more out: and I wil! 
write upon him the name of my God, and the 
name of the City of my God, which is New Je- 
rusalem, which cometh down out of heaven, from 
my God: andI will write upon him my new 
name.” 

The Free P»ess:--Destined to become the con- 
trolling agency in the affairsof men. Whoever 
controls it, will control the world. Let us strive to 


have Christ and the Primitive Church for its edito- 
rial corps. 


Remarks by T. L. Pitt. 

I suppose something is expected of me in re- 
sponse to this sentiment. But I have been so 
busy for the last few days in the active duties 
which the publication of a free paper requires, 
that I have hardiy had time to gather up 
thoughts in reference to its history, or its future, 
in a way that justice to the subject demands. I 
can say however, that my heart responds to ail 
that can be said in reference to the destiny of 
Free Press as an agency for good in the future— 
its influence in bringing into this world the reign 
of brotherhood and peace. Its office is like that 
of the angel which Juhn saw in Patmos, flying 
through the midst of heaven having the everlast- 
ing gospel to preach. That isits true and proper 
function, and of a Free Press devoted to this ob 





appointed expectations, and in some instances, 
“ trouble in the flesh” of the most disastrous kind. | 


ject, we may say with the prophet— 
“ How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
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feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that pub- 
lisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of 
good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto 
Zion, Thy God reigneth !” 

The idea of a Free Press belongs to this last 
dispensation of the Gospel. Christ and the 
Primitive Church originated and developed the 
idea of a Free Gospel, eighteen hundred years 
ago. That Gospel was published in that age by 
oral teaching, and by epistolary writing.§ It 
was left for this latter age to inaugurate the agen- 
ey of the Free Press in the publication of the 
Gospel. And in this latter age it was the call- 
ing and the privilege of J. H. Noyes to begin 
through the medium of a Free Press, the 
publication of that Gospel, which offers to men the 
highest Freedom, and the only true Freedom— 
Freedom from sin and all evil. The art of Print- 
ing was discovered in the fifteenth century, but it 
was not until the nineteenth—and when a new 
Continent had been discovered and peopled, which 
Faust and Guttenburg had never dreamed of—that 
the art was applied to its highest use, that of free- 
ly giving to men the glad tidings of Holiness and 
Resurrection, “ without money and without price.” 
{ hold in my hand» a copy of the first paper that 
was ever published on these terms—that was 
printed to be given away to all who chose to re- 
ceive it. Here it is —a small eight-page sheet, 
called The Witness, published semi-monthly by 
John H. Noyes. The first No. is dated, Ithaca, 
N. Y., Aug. 20, 1837. In the Introduction the 
editor offers it to his readers on the following 
terms : 

“If you wish for the paper without money and 
withvut price, send simply your name. If you 
prefer to pay for it, send me your name with one 
dollar. If you dislike both cf these modes of sub- 
acription, there is still another, which I prefer 
myself; to wit, send me your name, witha gift 
of any amount, more or less. So yourmoney sball 
be a love token to me, and my paper shall be, 
not an article of merchandise, but a present to 
you. I can buy and sell with an enemy, but I 
can exchange gifts only with a friend.” 

I venture tu say that this was the first time in 
the history of the world that a periodical publi- 
cation was offered on such terms. Here was the 
first Free Press—here was the germ of thatagency 
which is yet to bless the whole world, and whose 
leaves shall be for the healing of the nations. From 
that time the idea has never been lost sight of. 
J. H. Noyes, and those who have been connected 
with him have been steadily loyal to the purpose 
of giving the world such a press. All the peri- 
odical publications of the Community have been 
offered on these terms. The Circular is publish- 
ed un these terns, without money and without 
price. 

But. all that has yet been done is only the germ 
of what is yet to be. The Free Press has as yet 
only been semi-monthly, weekly, somi-weekly, 
and for one brief year tri-weekly; and its readers 
have numbered but a few thousands, It is yet w 
become daily, and to have its millions of readers 
and supporters. Devoted to the Sovereignty of 
Jesus Christ, he medium of the utterances of 
tho Primitive Church, receiving of the things 
of the interior heavens, and ministering them to 
the true-hearted and Christ-loving every where, 
in all lands and in all climes—the grand agency 
through which theSpirit of Truth shall civilize 
and magnetize the world—this is to be the Free- 
Press of the future. I thank God for the privi- 
lege of being called to help give the world such a 
Press, and in furtherance of that purpose in such 
ways as God shall give me, I, for one, pledge my 
hfe, my fortun2s, and my sacred honor. 

Our Outside Friends:—Not so large a com- 

any as we could wish, but still very precious. 
May the time come when they shall be admitted to 
closer fellowship and cooperation with us. 

Our Progress and Surroundings :—The first 
is satisfactory and encouraging, the second are des- 
tined, we trust, to become all that heart can wish. 

Among the volunteer sentiments offered, we se- 
lect the following: 

By A. W. C.—We have been toasting to-day 
various persuns among us, and very justly too, I 
think, and I would propose one toward whom my 
heart feels very warm, and whose example I would 
imitate, and that is, 

Our Invisible Premier, Paul—The ablest and 
wisest advocate of Holiness, and the boldest and 
noblest champion of Freedom. 

By S. R. L.—Our New House.—May we all 
atrive, by cultivating sincerity and love of the 
truth, and whatsoever else is of goud report, to 
make it a home of genuine brotherly love, a home 
that will be attractive to Christ, the Primitive 
Church, and the angels. 

The following sentiments from Wallingford) 
among cthers, were read: 

By H. H. Skinner.— The church our Dwelling- 

ce—our dwelling-place a church. David 


desired that he might dwell in the house of the 
Lord forever. Behold us enjoying this holy wish ! 





The 20th of February—A Community Festi- 
val. Not like festivals of Thanksgiving or New- 
year, which we keep in common with the world, 
but a festival of unity with the Primitive Church: 
not a feast day of the body, but of the soul—a 
day already rich in remembrances, and growing 
more 80 as the vears roll on. 

The 20th of February 1862—Crowned by vic- 
tories of the North over the South. 

By P. Noyes.—May this house ever echo to 
the angels’ sung, “ Glory to Godin the highest, 
on earth peace and good will toward men.” 

We might add many other sentiments and 
remarks, but our space warns us we must stop. 

The day was a very happy and edifying 
one. We realized that we were entering 
upon a new era, that the heavens were 
blessing us and were about to lead us forward 
toa new and enlarged life, new enterprises, 


and new spiritual, and temporal victories. * 





on —a: 


Condensation of Life.—No. 2. 


The generic effect of the unity for 
which Christ prayed, will be to increase 
the power of life in the whole body of be- 
lievers, and in individuals. The advan- 
tages of compact external organization in 
the various physical enterprises of com- 
merce, war, &c., are well known. But 
the world knows little of the energy 
which will result from the organization 
of spirits. In the first place, when the 
Father and the Son, man and woman, 
Jew and Gentile, shall become one by 
successive infoldings, the entire power 
and wisdom of the Godhead will be free- 
ly developed in every spirit which belongs 
to the great unit. Spiritual power ap- 
plied by external baptism, and working 
from the circumference toward the cen- 
ter (which must be its form of action 
while intercourse is lateral), can produce 
but small results, in comparison with 
those which are to be expected when life 
shall act in life, when God shall become 
in very deed the soul of the church, and 
shall distribute his energies from the 
center outward, as the heart sends its 
power into all the extremities of the 
body. 

In the next place, the condensation of 
life which we have defined, will effect a 
transfer and distribution of all that is 
good in human nature, which will make 
the gains of all past generations, and 
the stores of the invisible church avail- 
able to believers in this world. It is evi- 
dent, from the New Testament represen- 
tations of the atonement, that the pow- 
er and wisdom of the Godhead could not 
take effect on human nature in the mea- 
sure necessary to salvation, without as- 
suining a human organization, as its con- 
ductor. The advantage which was gaiued 
by the incarnation of Christ, increases 
as his spiritual bedy increases by the ad- 
dition of perfected human nature in the 
persons of his followers. In order, there- 
tore, that we may estimate the energy of 
salvation which will manifest itself in 
this world when the visible and invisible 
churches shall be condensed into one, we 
must consider how many regenerated hu- 
man members Christ’s body gained at 
the first resurrection, and what amount 
of improvement has gone forward in that 
body during the eighteen hundred years 
of their glory. All that is gained at the 
center, is gained for the whole sphere of 
concentric spirits. When the church of 
the first-horn shall become the inner life 
of a church in this world, the visible ad- 
vancement of human nature will take a 
stride of eighteen centuries in a single 
generation, : 

The physiologists tell us that the prin- 





ciple of hereditary transmission is the 


key to all the problems of human degen- 
eracy and human improvement. They 
say that we of the present generation are 
the heirs of a bad organization, and can- 
not expect for ourselves any great amel- 
iorations of character and condition.— 
Their hope is, that in the course of sev- 
eral centuries, by wise attention to the 
laws of propagation, a generation of men 
will be produced whose organizations will 
be adapted to millenial perfection. These 
are doubtless sober deductions from the 
facts which present them selves to scien- 
tific men, and would be sound doctrines 
if those facts were all the premises which 
belong to the case. But there is an- 
other anda mighter power then that of 
natural propagation, which can _ be 
brought to bear upon human mature. 
The deeper philosophy of the Bible bids 
us look to regeneration more than 
generation, for the advancement of the 
race. The spiritual transmission of 
qualities whica will result from the con- 
densation of life, will modify human char- 
acter,and human organization too (for 
life Cetermines the character of its envel- 
ope), more effectually than hereditary 
transmission can do; and the process, 
instead of occupying centuries, and de- 
pending on the faithfulness of a series of 
faithless generations, will advance to its 
consummation as rapidly as men can be 
brought by the attractions of the tsue 
gospel to surrender their spirits to God, 
and merge themselves in the central 
sphere of perfected human life which al- 
ready envelops Christ. Here is a short 
way to all the results which the physiol- 
ogists anticipate from their chimerical 
schemes of scientific marriages, and dis- 
interested painstaking for the benefit of 
future generations, God has in store for 
us the concentrated results, not only of 
what he accomplished by natural prop- 
agation in the ages before the advent of 
Christ, but of all that he has accomplish- 
ed by spiritual propagation, in the invisi- 
ble world, since his kingdom of right- 
eousness began. Who can estimate the 
treasures of life, love, wisdom, virtue, civ- 
ilization, refinement, and social perfect- 
ion, which have been accumulating for 
ages in the heavenly phalanx gathered 
and organized by Christ ? And who can 
conceive of the glory which will burst up- 
on this world when those treasures shall 
be given to it—as they will be, when the 
visible church shall yield itself as a bride 
to the invisible ? 

We may consider further, the more spe- 
cific results of the condensation of life, in 


perfecting individual character. Christ’s 
prayer that his followers might “ all be 
made perfect in one,” points evidently to 
the principle which Paul so frequently il- 
lustrated by reference to the organization 
of the human form, viz., that individuals 
are not made for perfection by themselves, 
and can be perfected only by a combina- 
tion with each other, like that which ex- 
ists between the different members of the 
body. An eye or an arm or a foot by it- 
self isa monstrosity. An entire set of 
these and other organs, with diverse char- 
acteristics and oftices, is necessary to 
make a perfect body. So men and wo- 
men, in the isolated state, are not capa- 
ble of perfection. The characters and 
adaptations of individuals are as diverse 
as those of the members of the body. By 
nature, one man is like the eye, keen in 
discernment ; arother, like the hand, 
strong in action ; one is impetuous, ano- 
ther prudent ; one is bold, another gen- 
tle. The good elements of life are dis- 





tributed to the two sexes in such a man- 





ner that man by himself is deficient in 
those beautiful affections which abound 
in woman, and woman by herself lacks 
the strength of heart and head which be- 
longs to man, The condensation of any 
two characters would improve both ; and 
the more diverse the two might be, the 
greater would be the improvement. A 
great part of the immorality of the world 
is only the result and index of isolation’ 
Peculiarities in individuals, which in com- 
bination with the counter peculiarities of 
others, would be wholesome and beautiful, 
acting by themselves, are odious and mis- 
chievous. By the unity of life to which 
Christ calls believers, the good elements 
of an innumerable multitude of charac- 
ters will be condensed into one, and the 
perfection of the compound will be trans- 
fused through every individual. It ia 
easy to see that the operation will devel- 
op magnificent treasures of righteousness 
and beauty. 

The spiritual atmosphere in which in- 
dividuals will grow and ripen, when the 
life and love of God and of the millions 
of the human race, shall be concentrated 
in one glowing sphere, will be as different 
from that of the present order of things 
as summer is from winter, or as the years 
of Palestine are from those of Greenland. 
** The desert shall rejoice and blossom as 
the rose.” Education, in its highest and 
most valuable form, will be a natural 
growth. As plants, which in northern 
regions require hot-beds and tedious cul- 
tivation, under the sun of the tropics grow 
spontaneously, so intellectual, moral and 
physical lift, under the sunshine of divine 
and human love, will spring up with a 
rapidity, and bring forth fruit in av abun- 
dance, which will put to shame the till- 
age of all our present schools for mind 
and body. 

There is a close affinity, if not an identi- 
ty, between life and heat, and between 
death and cold. The same effects can 
be produced upon the body by spiritual 
elements acting from within, and by phys- 
ical elements acting from without. For 
instance, fear makes the body tremble, 
and the same effect is produced by cold. 
Physical warmth is caused by warm af- 
fections, as really as it is by fire or sun- 
shine. It is as if the life of the body had 
two surfaces—an inner and an outer—one 
of them exposed to the impressions of 
spiritual elements, and the other to those 
of physical elements, and both when af- 
fected, acting upon the body in the same 
manner. The bread of this world infuses 
life through the outer surface, and the 
bread of heaven infuses life through the 
inner surface. The result in both cases 
is satisfaction and strength. One of the 
results of the condensation of life will be, 
the bringing of these principles into the 
field against the powers of disease and 
death. When life shall accumulate in 
unity, by the centripetal force of love, 
till all hearts shall radiate and receive a 
perpetual sunshine of joy, it is not unphi- 
losophical to believe that the substantial 
physical results (at least so far as health 
is concerned) of an actual amelioration 
of climate, will be obtained. Though 
the outer surface of life may be exposed 
to the cold of the North, yet if the inner 
surface dwells im the warm regions of 
love, as it will when all shall be one, the 
body will have many of the benefits of a 
genial climate ; and in proportion as the 
action of the inner surface prevails over 
that of the outer, hea!th will become in- 
dependent of the external elements, and 
death at last will lose his prey. 

We have before us a sketch of the 
great MIRACLE OF UNITY for which Christ 
offered his prayer and his life, and by 
means of which he proposed and still pro- 
poses to convince the world that God 
sent him on his mission of love. Who 
will not join heartily in his prayer, and 
offer himself a sacrifice for its fulfillment ? 
— Berean. 
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